



The comcall Historic of 

And many Ufont come in quefi: of her. 

(5 my ntbottio, had I but the iiicanes 
T o hold a riuall place with one of them, 
f haae a minde prefages me fuch thrift 
That I fhould queflionleffe be fortunate. 

j v tb. Thou knowfl that all my fortunes arc at fea, 
Neither hauc 1 money, nor commoditie 
To raifc a prefont furrime, therefore goe forth 
T ry what roy credite can in Venice doc. 

That (hall be rackt euen to the vttermon; 

To furnifh thee to Belmont to faire Portia. 

Goe prefontly enquire and fo will 1 

where money is, and i no quefiion make 

To hauc it of my trull, or for my lake. Exeunt, 


Enter 'Portia with her wayting woman Nerrift. 

‘Portia. By my troth Nerrijfa , my little body isawearie ofttii 
great world. # 

Ner. You would be fweet Madam , if your miferics were in tlit > 
fame aboundance as your good fortunes are: and yet for ouglitl 
fee, they are as ficke that furfeite with too lnucfoas they that ilaru: 
with nothing *, it is no meane happines therfore to be feated in the 
meanc, fuperfluitie comes fooner by white haircs, but compel® 1 
cie hues longer. 

Portia. Good fentences, and well pronounc’d. 

Ner. They would be better if well followed. 

Portia. 1 f to do were ns eafie as to know what were good todo, 
Chappels had beene Churches, and poore mens cottages Princes 
Pallaccs, it is a good diuine that followes his owne inllruftions, 
can eafter teach twentie what were good to be done, then to be® 
ofthetwentietofoilowmine owne teaching: the brainctnajy 
uifclawesforthc blood, butahote temper leapes ore a colde de- 
cree, fuch a hare is niadnes the youth , to skippe ore the mefnesti 
good counfaile the cripple 1 , but this rcafoning is not in the fomion 
to choofe mee a husband , 6 mec the word choofe , 1 may owW 
choofe who l would, nor refufc who I diflike, fo is the will ora )■ 
uing daughter cuvbd by the will of a deade father : is it not ar ; 
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the Merchant of Venice. 

'fVi T cannot choofe one* nor refufc none. 

N ‘nI Your Father was euervertuous , andholvmen at theyr 
j t h haue ffood infpirations, therefore thelottnc tha.he hath dc- 
d f/d inThefe three chefts ofgold, filuer, and leadc, whereof who 

f ^hifmearrin- choofes you , will nodoubtneuerbechofen 
^STb^e who you fhall rightly loue: But what 
warmth i? there in vour affeaion towardes any ofthefe Pnncehc 

I pray'thee ouer-name them, and as thou nameft them, 1 
will deferibe them, and according to my defection leuell at my 
affeftion. 

Ner. Eirft there is the Neopolitane Prince. 

Tor. I chats a colt indeede, for he doth nothingbut talkeofh^ 
horfe, & he makes it a great appropriation to his owne g°°J P a 
that he can flioo him lurrifelfe : I am much afeard myLadie his 

mother plaid falfe with a Smyth. 

Ner. Than is there the Countie Palentine. 

Tor. Hee doth nothing but frowne 4 (aS who fhould fay, &>ou 
will net haue me, choofe, he heares merry tales and fmiles not , 1 
feare hee will proouc the weeping Phylofophcr when hee|rowe 
oldjbeeing fo full of vnmannerly fadnes m his youth ,) I had rather 
be married to a deaths head with a bone in his mouth , then to ey- 
ther ofthefe : God defend me from thefe two. 

Ner. How fay you by the French Lord, Mounher Le Pome i 
Por. God made him, and therefore let him paffc for a man , in 
truth 1 knowe it is a finne to be a mocker, but hee, why hee at a a 
hovfe better then the Neopolitans, a better bad habite of frowning 
then the Count Palentine, he is euery man in no man, if al railell 
fing, he falls ftraght a capring, he will fence with his owne 1 hadow. 
Ifl'foould marry him, I fhould marry twenty husbands: if lice 
would d?fpifc me, / would forgiue him, for if he loue me to niad- 
nes, /fhall neuer requite him. 

Ner. What fay you thentoFauconbridgc, the young Barron 

of England? , 

Tor. You know /fay nothing to him, for hee vnderl lands not 
me, nor /him : he hath neither Latine, French, nor /talian, dc you 
will come into the Court andfweare that / haue a poore pemiie- 
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